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REMARKS 

The Office Action mailed March 19, 2003, has been carefully considered 
together with each of the references cited therein. The amendments and remarks 
presented herein are believed to be fully responsive to the Office Action. The 
amendments made herein are fully supported by the Application as originally filed. 
No new matter has been added. Accordingly, reconsideration of the present 
Application in view of the above amendments and following remarks is respectfully 
requested. 

CLAIM STATUS 

Claims 1-8 are pending in this Application. By this Amendment, Applicants 
have amended claim 7 and 8 to include a C 12 or C l5 _ 17 alkyl glycidyl ether. Basis for 
this amendment may be found in examples 1 and 6 of the specification. Claims 1-6 
have been amended to change their dependency to claim 7. Claims 9 and 10 have 
been cancelled. Therefore, claims 1-8 are at issue. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 USC §112, Second Paragraph 

Claims 3, 4 and 10 stand rejected under 35 USC § 1 12, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite. With respect to claims 3 and 4, the Office finds the limitation 
"hydrophobically modified groups" in line 16 of claims 3 and line 2 of claim 4 lacks 
insufficient basis. Applicants have amended the subject phrase in claims 3 and 4 to 
recite "alky! modified groups", thereby conveying antecedent basis as claim 7 recites 
an average of 0.0012 to 1 .0 alkyl group per anhydroglucose unit. 

Claim 10 also stands rejected under 35 USC § 112, second paragraph; but, 
as it has been cancelled by the present Amendment, such rejection is now moot. 
Claim Rejections Under 35 USC $ 101 

Claim 10 stands rejected under 35 USC § 101. This rejection is made moot 
in light of the fact that claim 10 has been cancelled. 
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Double Patenting 

Claim 9 stands rejected under 35 USC § 101 as claiming the same invention 
as that of claim 1 of US Patent 6,313,287, This rejection is now moot as claim 9 has 
been cancelled. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 USC S 102 

Claims 1-8 stand rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kiesewetteret al. (US Patent No, 5,358,561). This rejection is respectfully 
overcome. 

Claim 7 and 8 have been amended to recite a process for preparing cellulose 
ether wherein the cellulose is etherified with a C 12 or C 15 „ 17 alkyl glycidyl ether and a 
sulfonate. 

The cellulose derivative disclosed by Kiesewetter does not disclose, teach, or 
suggest a C n or C 1£M7 alkyl glycidyl ether. In contrast, Kiesewetter discloses only n- 
butylglycidyl ether. 

As It is axiomatic that a § 102 rejection requires the prior art to disclose each 
element of an applicant's invention, it is respectfully contended that Kiesewetter 
does not anticipate Applicants' invention as defined by claim 7 and 8 as Kiesewetter 
does not disclose, or suggest the use of a C 12 or C^ r alkyl glycidyl ether. 

Dependent claims 1-6 also stand rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kiesewetter. For at least the reason advanced with respect to the 
rejection of independent claims 7 and 8, it is respectfully submitted that Kiesewetter 
does not anticipate claims 1-6. 

In view of the foregoing, It is respectfully contended that the § 102(b) rejection 
has been overcome. Therefore, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the § 1 02 rejection. 

As the total number of claims does not exceed the number of claims originally 
paid for, no fee is believed due. However if an additional fee is required, the 
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Commissioner is hereby authorized to credit any overpayment or charge any fee 
deficiency to Deposit Account No. 03-2060. 

In view of the forgoing amendments and remarks, the present application is 
believed to be in condition for allowance, and reconsideration of it is requested. If 
the Examiner disagrees, he/she is requested to contact the attorney for Applicants at 
the telephone number provided below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Anthony A 1 . Bisulca 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 40,913 



(CUSTOMER NUMBER 25,255) 




Clariant Corporation 
Industrial Property Department 
4000 Monroe Road 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28205 
Phone: (704)331-7151 
Fax: (704)331-7707 
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